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My tread scares the wood-drake and wood-duck on 
and day-long ramble. 

They rise together, they slowly circle around. 
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The wild gander leads his flock through the cool night, 
YiiHONK he says, and sounds it down to me like an invitation* 
The pert may suppose it meaningless, but I listening close, 
Find its purpose andplace up there toward the wintry sky. 

TKe sharp-hoof'd moose of the north, the cat on the house- 
sill, the chickadee, the prairie-dog, 

The brood of the turkey-hen and she with her half-spread 
wings, 

I see in them and myself the same old law." 


From "Leaves of Grass" 
Song of Myself 
Walt Whitman. 


NOTE WORTHY BIRD RECORDS by George North found on back pages. 
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Material for the Wood Duck to be mailed to Box 384 Hamilton 
before the 10th. of each month. Suggestions to make this a 
better publication are requested. 

Miss Evelyn Morris- 107 St, Joseph's Dr. Apt. 401 Ja2-5939 

is membership convener . Send your membership fees to her 
and request your Wood Duck badge . Price &1.50. 

CHECK YOUR GREEN SHEETS FOR THE ) FOLLOWING DATES 

NOV, ISt.— Sunday-" Field trip to Spooky Hollow under the able 

direction of Mrs. Shivas.Meet James and Fennell- 10.00 A.M, 

NOV. 14 th. Water Fowl hike with Jas. Dowell along North Shore, 
of Dundas Marsh- Finishes at 12.00 noon for those who wish. 

Meet 8.00 A.M. Arboretum Parking lot, 

NOV. 9th. - Monthly meeting with guest speaker Jas. Woodford 
Topic- On Long Point Observatory- " History and Progress” 

8.00 p.m. Y.M.C.A. 

NOV. 30th.- Audubon Screen Tour-"High Horizons”-William Ferguson. 

8.00 p.m. Westdale Secondary School 
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On November 2nd. Monday The ^outh Peel Naturalists' Club will 
be presenting a Canadian Premiere "CCnmera Gunning Across Africa" 
by the well-known American photographer, -Naturalist, Cleveland 
P. Grant and Ruth Grant.They will be showing two 45 minute r 
reels including forty species of birds, and many African ...i 
animals, in colour. 

g:15 p.m. Port Credit Secondary School, Monday Nov. 2nd. 

T^e School is on Mineola Road East, Port Credit. 

Turn south of the Q.E. at # 10 Hwy., turn east at second traffic 
light below Q.E* on to Mineola East. 

Fi^ee Parking' M a't East ■ sid'e of ‘ sc'hd6T. J ^ ° 

Ti ckets available from J 

Mrs. J. Blevins, 70 Cumberland Drive, Port Credit, CR8-3470 
Mrs. A. Gunn, 455 Meadowwood Road, Clarkson, 822-9325. 
or at door of school. 

Adults §1.50 Children .75 ( 12 and under). 

One of our Directors, Dr. Moule, has left Hamilton, and has 
been obliged to submit his resignation which is deeply 
regretted. Our sincere wishes for success and satisfaction 
in this new endeavour £oilowlhim. 

The Executive. 

All Juniors please direct your membership fees to Mr. George 
Meyers, 21 Summit Ave.Apt. # 207. Hamilton. 

$5.00 Active adult member 

ip6.00 Joint members ( Husband and wife ) 

!p2.00 Student member ( over 18) 

$1.00 Junior Member ( under 18) 

$1.50 Corresponding member - residing over 20 miles from Hamilton. 

The 1964 Christmas cards of the Audubon Society and of The 
Federation of Ontario will be on display at the next General 
meeting. . . 

Audubon is featuring J. Fenwick Lansdowne 's painting of the 
male and female Cardinal in which the artist has excelled him¬ 
self. Mail your orders to 

. Canadian Audubon-Society,. , . 

46 St. Clair Ave. E. Toronto 7, Ont. 

$1.55 for six $2,58 for 12. Proceeds to further the Society’ 0 
Conservation program. 

F.O.N. have featured a painting of T.M. Shortt of a pair of 
Redpolls- also very good- along with the Pine Grosbeak of 
Robert Bateman, and the White-tailed Deer by George McLean. 

$1.50 for 12. Mail your orders to 

F.O.N. 

I.70 The Donway West, 

Don Mills , Ont';. 


There are Hati-notes of the F.O.N. series. 



- 37 - 


SANCTUARY COrpiTTEE Mrs. R. Shivas 
Mr. R. Lowes. 

Mrs.",. Edith Lloyd 
Dr. R. MacLaren 

One of the more important projects of the Club is the 
creation of Wild life Sanctuaries , including the preservation 
of rare and interesting flora and fauna- it might include the 
acquisition of a Marsh, or a small lake with Sphagnum Bog, 
or similiar areas which are increasingly threatened by modern 
developm ents. 

The acquisition of such properties requires a substantial 
Sanctuary Fund- and this depends on the interest and generosity 
of the Community. A small donation from each of the Club' 1 . ’ 

members would make this project a Reality instead of a dream. 

To preserve some of the Natural landscape for Posterity seems 
pretty worth while- do you not agree ? Spooky Hollow is one , 
such area- but we would like more. Mrs. Shivas ,1$ Rowanwood.,' 
Dundas will welcome any enquiries'* t and donations. 

October has been a busy month with General meetings being held 
by the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club in Hamilton and by the Bruce 
Trail Association in Owen Sound, with election of new officers 
for both clubs. 

Three successful hikes have opened forty miles of the Iroquoia 
Bruce Trail . 

A hike in the rain in the Owen Sound area of the Bruce Trail 
presented magnificent vistas of, as yet, unspoiled beauty. 

And nowhere is the Maidenhair Spleenwort lovelier or more abundant 
We express our thanks to the members of the Owen Sound Bruce 
Thail Club for their fine hospittlltyy and well-organized 7b 
programme.We keenly anticipate the linkage of the gaps stiil 
separating us. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW OVERDUE.We regret to. inform those who 
have not renewed their memberships, that further issues of the 
Wood Duck will only be sent to those who send their fees in 
before Nove mber 5th.Otherwise - no more Wood Duck. 

It is only by concerted effort of many people- the majority 
in fact- that the aims and goals of the Club can be implemented. 

There are several alarming aspects peculiar to the Modern 
Society which should alert all Nature lovers to the sad consequ¬ 
ences' which are continuously being brought to our attention 
and yet which elicit no reaction beyond apathetic acknowledg- 
m ent or frustrated despair. 

The use of Insecticides is an old Offender- a great deal 
has been written about this, but the unrestricted use of these 
killers continues unabated. 

The terrible pollution of our Water Systems by the use of 
Detergents is another area requiring immediate and drastic 1 , 

action.( Audubon magazine May J u ne 1964) But these products 
make some people rich- if ‘’rich 5 ’ means money- Money cannot 
buy back Life destroyed ( although it could be useful in - , 

cleaning up Hamilton Bay). 





These are two areas alone which should cause Communal 
concern equal to the terror caused by a Small-pox or Polio 
epidemic . 

Belonging to a Nature Club is not just u for the birds"- 
although reason enough for its existence- but to protect 
Nature which has been invaded by unparallelled forces of 
destruction ever since Frankenstein was born. 

The munificence of Natural wonders which surrounds us 
is.the resultof eons of subtly balanced inter relationships 
which Science is surely destroying. 

The following item has been taken from the South Peel 
Naturalist publication Vol.6 no. 7 October 1964 


"OSPREYS: THEY USED TO LIVE l'N NORTH AMERICA" 

E r nie Cuthbert brought to my attention a column in the 
Washington Post, dated Sept. 13, 1964. It is called The 
Naturalist, by-lined Irston R. Barnes,Chairman , AudutSon Nat. 
Society. 

Mr. Barnes writes of.a study conducted by Peter L. Ames 
on the Osprey community at the mouth of the Connecticut River. 

I quote in part: 

" In the early 1940’s there was a breeding population of 
200 pairs along the river. Their numbers declined to 71 pairs 
in i960 and further decreased to 24 pairs in 1963', At this rate 
the Connecticut population will be reduced to 1 Or 2 pairs bv 
196S." 3 

So far this reads as' it is nothing more than &• shift in 
an Osprey breeding range,’but read on: 

” The real basis for pessimism about the future of the 
Osprey 1 ies in the consistent recbrds°of egg failure since the 
Study began in 1957. 1 
In I960 71 pairs fledged only 7 young. 

In 1961 31 pairs fledged 12 young. 

In 1962, 31 pairs fledged $ young'. 

In 1963 s 24 pairs of Ospreys fledged 9 young." 

(Tj,is spe.'.cies lays from 2 to 4 eggs per clutch.) 

" The pattern of egg failure is strongly suggestive of 
infertility caused by ingesting DDT and other insecticides,; 
and traces of DDE and its metabolites have been found in fish 
brought to the nests, in eggs, and in nestlings. However, too 
little specific information is at hand to make Ames satisfied 
that this is indeed the critical factor." 

I Suggest at this point and with due respect to Mr. Ames, 
that when he finally is satisfied that insecticides are the 
direct cause of infertility in this study , the Osprey will 
no longer be found in New England, and Mr. Ames will be asked 
to head other studies on the puzzling depletion,„of Warblers, 
Thrushes, Woodpe ckers, Vireos, Ducks, Geese, Swallows and 
Sparrows and I predict he won’t be able to read^his notes V* 
th rough the clouds of Insecta that will, have become immune 
to Insecticides and are thriving splendidly with their greatest 
■natural control gone the way of..the Dodo. 

Rachel Carson, author of T, e Silent Spring, is turning 
over in her grave ! " 

BRAVO MR EDITOR. 
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REFLECTIONS ON' THANKSGIVING 


Waking up Saturday morning in Algonquin Park to find 
snow on, the ground brought to mind Will Shakespeare's verse 
from "As You Like It " 4ct11.Scene 1 
r " Are hot these woods 

fiore free from peril than the envious courts? 

Here feel we but the penalty of ndam, 

The Seasons' difference, as the icy fang • 

And-churlish chiding of the Winter's wind, 

Which, when it bites and blows upon my body 
Even.till I shrink with cold, I smile and say 
This is no flattery: these are counsellers 
That feelingly persuade me what -1 am " 

Sweet are the uses of Adversity, 

Which , like the toad, ugly and venomous 

Wears yet a precious jewel in his head; 

And this our life, exempt from public haunt, 

Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks 
Sermons in stones and good in everything. 

I would not change it. " 


Undau nted, we all braced ourselves and went our several ways. 
Some hiked, some canoed. .And all of us saw something that made 
us glad to' be there. 

The•canoeists had no trouble keeping warm, paddling against 
the wind, paddle in one hand, binoculars in the other as one 
strained td follow the flight of the geese, heard high in the 
clouds, or attempted identification of waves of duck surprised 
by our silent approach. 

When temperatures dropped to 2Q above that night, we slept 
unconscious of the drop as the Night Watchman stoked our fire¬ 
places all night long.Our host Mr. Eugene Kates was most 
solicitous for our comfort.We owe him a great debt of thanks 
for an unforgettable week-end. 

And how many of us walking a woodland path would have eyes 
to see an old dead Balsam tree lying beside the edge.and find 
therein matter for discussion? Such was the quality of our 
leader Ray Lowes, who has enlightened many of us about the 
distinguishing features of this particular tree in a way that 
cannot be found in books- and we will not forget how to tell 
a Spruce tree from ,a Balsam and not just by bark, or needles. 

On Sunday morning I was alone early on a trail behind the 
Lodge about 7.30 a.m. sitting on.a rock intending to watch 
the birds which, ap^aered to be unusually abundant and active , 
when the cry of wolves sent me leaping to my feet. I suddenly 
stopped in my tracks^thinking that this, after all , might be 
a joke. There is a recording of wolves that is used when the 
Naturalists go Wolf howling at.night to. spark a response . 

Lulled by thig sense of security I sat down again and thoroughly 
enjoyed it. T e air was clear and acoustics flawless- . I later 
learned it wab no recording but the real thing-the Matins Mr. 
Halliday spoke ofmentioned in last months Wood Duck'. 
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Another breathtaking moment for mo was when a Canada Jay 
unsolicited, perched on my finger for a good thirty seconds 
and then flew off with my sandwitbh in his beak. 

John Miles recordod 57 species sighted ( birds) .Otters 
and Deer were seen, and Norman Haialtain made up a. good story 
about Bull Moose- and made us see through his eyes the battle 
for supremacy between two mighty Barons during the rutting 
season, leaving the earth scarred and beaten. 

Following Saturday’s snow and Sunday’s sunshine, Monday 
was just right for Jan K-amermansj the mycologist. In a very 
small area-we found a great abundance of mushrooms, lichens, 
lycopodium, and liverwort- all of which gave grounds for 
differen ces of opinion, if anyone had the temerity to argue 
with an expert- 

Top everything with a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner and 
you have something to remember 1 

Vie all sing the praises of Mrs. Joan Allingham for the 
success of this week-end. Mrs.Allingham has been arranging this 
special day for the Club for several years now, and her 
stature grows with each■success. Thank you, Joan. 

Our Camp Director, Phil Gosling gave us no rest and with 
each meal obliged us to THINK , of all things,as the following 
limericks will testify. 

Our Gosling Director named Phil 

Had these limericks which quite filled the bill 

In spite of the freeze 

He upped spirits with ease 

He really had big boots to phil. 

I' t m sorry for Gosling, that’s Phil I 
Who needs a Matutinal pill 
A limerick diet 
Will just keep him quiet, 

It’s the ohly presc ription that will I 

Our Gosling is really a goose 

That’s a gander that’s still on the loose, 

Gosling beware, 

I do declare 

You’ll be caught by a goose with a noose.’ 

A peer among leaders is Gosling, 

His name comes in for much ” rahz&ing”, 

It should have been Grander, 

More fittingly Gander, 

For agreed, his performance is 15 dahzzling”. 


Tlje idea, of course, was to complete the first line describing 
our respective leaders. 

Joan Allingham and companion tipped the canoe and they f 
fell into the lake. They requested that no referral be made 
to this adventure. The subtlety of the following leaves very 
little doubt in one’s mind . 
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Joany's husband thinks Joan is a PETSY, 

A real DOLL he believes, is his PETSY, 

But what will he say 

When he finds out to-day 

That his DOLL has turned into a WETSY’!'. 

There was a young lady named Joan 

Who didn't want it generally known 

We must not say why 

She became far from dry 

We shall speak of her virtues alone I 

There was a fine fellow called Norm 
Who once got caught out in a storm 
When dug out in J^ne 
He said 51 It's too soon” 

" I've just reached a petrefied form 4 .' 

There was a fine fellow called Norm 
Who found himself caught in a storm 
He froze in the night 
He pondered his plight 
As he breakfasted at EREWHON. 

There was a leader called Jan 
Who said " Follow me if you can" 

He's got off the Trail 

Some said with a wail 

" Just to show us an old Beaver Dam" l 

There was a leader called Jan 
Who said " Follow me if you can" 

We'll do as you please 

On our hands and our knees 

But turn back when we come to the dam." 

There was a Canoer named Glen 

Who cried out "What happened to Ken?" 

Ken w^o was wise 

Left the North like the flies 

And put his feet up in his den J 

There was a Canoer named Glen 

Who cried out " What's happened to Ken?" 

There were three in the canoe 

Now there are only two 

Do hope he can swim back again". 

There was a canoer named Glen 

Who cried out " What happend to Ken?" 

He was in the boat 

Which he kept well afloat 

But the lake's frozen over since then I 
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There was a leader named Meyers 
Of teaching ne/riever tires 
Knows trees flowers and shrubs 
And even the bugs 
Oh ’ WHAT A LEADER IS Meyers ! 

George is our leader devoted to trees, 

Knows, also, all the flowers he sees, 

He loves Nature study, 

So does his Buddy 

Who's teaching Who about birds and bees? w 

About this leader called George 

There is something wc don’t have to forge! 

When a fellow is able 

To tell a striped Maple 

He’s nobody's fool , by George I 

There was a leader named Lowes, 

Where he leads- well, nobody knows ! 

But he leads them with charm, 

That is meant to disarm 

Where they've been- you can tell by their clothes 

There is a fine leader called Ray 

Who walks in a Paul Bunyafa way 

When out on the loose 

Has a stride like a Moose 

On the walk from the Falls to the BayT 

We have a good leader called Ray 
About whom we alwasy say 
Rain, snow or shine 
For him it is fine 

There’s no day like to-day for Ra y 1 

A charming young leader called Miles 

Greets the ladies with most winning smiles 

The poor dears haven't heard 

He’s in love with the birds 

And proof against feminine wiles ! 

In lim'ricking our leader John Miles 
We have got to look over the files 
He has done everything 
Except giving the ring 
So girls ! turn on the smiles i 

There was a leader called John 
ORNITHOLOGY second to none 
Ad long as there’s hope 
John carries his scope 
Long after the birds have gone I 


That’s all, folks I 
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NEW BOOKS FOR NATURE CLUB MEMBERS 
at the 

HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
by Annie J. Hunt 

The following titles offer popular nature reading; T r 
FOR LOVE OF SOME• ISLANDS, King Todd, ^treasury of Australian 
Wildlife stories, GARA-YAKA, ELEPHANT BOY, A SENSE OF SEASONS 
and THE ELDERBERRY TREE. 

Floyd W. Schmoe, forester, biologist, and teacher in 
FOR LOVE OF SOME ISLANDS,has written a personal adventure story 
of some years spent in the San Juan Islands of P.uget Sound. 

He tells of living in a houseboat with an observation window 
overlooking the sea’s floor and records and reflects what he 
witnessed through it,This philosophical nature book contains 
drawings and photographs by the author. It hsould have parti¬ 
cular appeal! for nature lovers of islands and sea. His first 
book , A YEAR IN PARADISE is also on the shelves of the Jl rts 
and Science department. It is about Mount Rainier. 

KING TODD by Norah Burke is the true tale of a wild badger 
and of the deer, foxes and other animals in the forest where 
he lived. This delightful book is illustrated by D.J. Watkins, 
PitthfondA.The authoress vividly describes how she did her 
animal watching in the dusk and darkness in Suffolk without 
betraying her presence. The outcome of her vigils is this en¬ 
thralling volume. 

A TREASURY of AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE STORIES, edited by Bill 
Wannan is a fascinating anthology of nature writing by Austra¬ 
lia’s foremost authors. Superb line drawings by Robin Hill 
enhances this amazing collection of tales about hunter and r. 
hunted. 

Desmond Varaday while a game warden of a private preserve 
in Southern Africa, reared an orphaned cheetah, called Gara- 
Y aka, at home. In his book Gara-Yaka , he presents a drama¬ 
tic and enjoyable account in words and picture of his relation¬ 
ship with this most unusual and little-known wild animal. 

Those who read the autobiography of J.H. Williams, called 
ELEPHANT BILL will welcome the recent work of his wife Susan 
Williams entitled LLEPH/.NT BOY. This is a well-told biography 
of BA TU , an ozzie or elephant boy, who worked for her hus¬ 
band, and his work with his elephant PO SEIN. 

In a SENSE OF SEASONS Jean Hersey writes a month by mohth 
narrative of a typical year she and her husband spent on their 
Connecticut land. It is highly recommended to garden lovers. 

She offers original and practical recipes and garden advice 
and projects for the children at the end of each chapter. This 
is a book to read with both pleasure and profit. 

(cont’d on next page) 
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The charming setting is in the Cascade Mountain foothills 
of western Washington in the new book THE ELDERBERRY TREE by- 
Irving Petite the author of MISTER B, the amusing adventures of 
a cub bear. He observed thatmany wild creatures gathered regu¬ 
larly under an elderberry tree on his ranch. This interesting 
record of their comings and goings makes a short but delight / ’- 
ful book. 

******** 

**** 

EDITORIAL taken from South Peel Naturalists publication 
Vol.6 No.7 

Editor-Dr. George K. Peck, Oakville. 

IN DEFENCE OF THE COWBIRD 

Anthorpomorphism must certainly rank as one of the fore 
most and most foolish pitfalls in an enlightened study of the 
Natural Scienees . 

This human failing, that of relating human characterist¬ 
ics to those of birds,animals and other objects is distress¬ 
ingly prevalemt in the literature of to-day, where it has not 
place whatever. 

T^e case in point, the BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD, is frequently 
maligned as a "black villain", too "lazy to build its own nest" 
"sexually amoral because it is occasionally polygamous", \.a 
"parasitic in reproduction and feeding" and "ugly in appearance 
and voice". ,\ n d sad to say many of these anthropomorphic comm¬ 
ents , were uttered by otherwise brilliant and dedicated or¬ 
nithologists such as F.M. Chapman and A.C. Bent. 

Surely we have risen past the level where one bird is a 
"villain" and nother not. It must be obvious that the Cowvirdi 1 ’' 
method of propagation, its’ sexual and food habits, are firmly 
established, hereditary, behaviour patterns, over which fche bird 
itself has no, poEitivvr control. Nor indeed, is any .control 
necessary. T^e Cowbird plays an important part in Nature’s 
balance, serving as a necessary control on the populations of 
many bird species. Their food habits are beneficial to man’s 
economy ( A.C. Bent)(1953), and far more desirable than those 
of the beloved Robin, that eats vast quantities of beneficial 
earth worms and commercial fruit.. 

No thinking Naturalist, should judge that this species 
has less right to live than that, simply because of an ill- 
conceived similiarity between its habits and some undesirable 
humah ones. Surely the Red-Eyed Vireo, frequently parasitized 
by the Cowbird, is not a "better" bird than the Cowbird, 
simply because it has inherited the ability to build its* own 
nest. In the opinion of Roger Tory Peterson, the Red-Eyed Vireo 
is the most numerous land bird in North America, and undoubt¬ 
edly needs to have its 1 numbers controlled by the °owbird for 
Estur f -i6obalance to be controlled. 

To call the Cowbird "ugly" in appearance seems to indicate 
some beauty standard by which birds may be judged, and is thus 
ridiculous. The Turkey Vulture might seem ugly to some, but, 
moving effortlessly on the air currents, becomes a thing of 
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profound beauty. Similiarly, the sun glinting on the polished 
iridescence of the Cowbird’s plumage, reveals it as no less 
beau tiful. 

If Man could realize that human characteristics and moral 
both good and bad, have no meaning or importaance to wildlife, 
and simply observe and enjoy it as it is, and not as he might 
like it to be, his ultimate understanding and appreciation 
will be far greater. 


JUNIOR CLUB NEWS. 
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BIRD-BANDING HIKE - October 17/64 

Fine weather produced a large turnout on Saturday morning. 
Mr. Miles showes us the trapping and banding procedures and 
allowed some members to hold and then release a few birds. 
Later we went to the shore of the marsh where we saw many 
ducks, hawks, gulls and shorebirds. some of which were dunlin 
Y ellowlegs, Hu dsonian Grdwit, Killdeer and black-bellied 
Flover. Along the paths manykinds of trees were seen and under 
every rock were found red-backed salamanders including a few 
of the ’’leadbnck” phase and many tiny ’’newly hatched”. 

MEETING OF OCT. 17/64 

Mr. E^ic Bishop thrilled Uunior members with his extremely 
interesting slides and anecdotes of the area?- of Africa north 
of Lake Victoria. 


Want to belong to the YOUNG NATURALIST CLUB OF F.O.N.? 
Bring a friend. 

Want to wear a Racoon badge? 

Bring a friend. 

Want to belong? Pay your fees. 
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JUNIOR CLUB NEWS 
TREE HIKE ON SUN. OCT. 4/64 

On Sunday,.Oct,4, four cars were present for a trip 
to discover trees, west of Caledonia on the south side of the 
Grand River. It soon developed into a Nut Gathering trip as 
ubiquitous Shagbark Hickories ( Carya ovata) and Black Walnuts 
( Juglans nigra ) were laden with fruit. 

It was a fine Fall day with dark scudding clouds interrupted 
by flashes of strong sunlight, strong winds and cool temper¬ 
atures, We walked west down the orad, south along a hedger ow 
and thence into a woodlot. • 

Four members of F,,G...CE*',E were found, Beech( fagus) 

( Fagus grandifolia ) White Quercus alba, Bur Q. macrocarpa and 
Red Q. rubra Oaks, with a good crop of acorns on the burs; 
ROSACEAE was well represented with hawthorns Crataegus Sp,, 
juneberries Amelanchier sp., roses Rosa sp., cherries and p 
plums Prunus serotina, P. pensylvanica, P. virginiana, P. a 
americana, P. avium and two apples Pyrus malus and P. coronaria 
and various raspberries and blackberries Rubus sp. 4* nice 
find were some flowering dogwoods Co rnus florida along with 
Roundleaf C. rugosa and Red-panicle C. racemosa. An unknown 
herbaceous plant was a twisted stalk with orange fruits. 

Smilax herbacea had lots of fruit but no woody smilax were ween. 
The beautiful red berries nestled in violet bracts of Running 
Strawberry bush Euonymus obovatus madea bright contrast with 
the brown leaves on the forest floor. 

On the way home on Highway jf6 north of Caledonia we/ 
stopped to look at five Kentucky Coffee trees Gymnocladus di- 
oica and one Ohio Buckeye Aesculus glabra on a Farmhouse lawn. 



TUPELO- Nyssa sylvatica 

We shall soon have a record for Wentworth County ( we 
hope) for the Tupelo tree, also known as Black Gum, Sour Gum 
and called Pepperidge by those rural Ontario folk familiar 
with it; To date, all our records in this area ore for Welland, 
Lincoln, Haldimand and Norfolk counties. The latest Lincoln 
finds are on the first two dide-roads east of Wentworth County 
and south of Mud Street( South Grimsby Township sideroads 14 
and 15) i.e. the first two roads west of the T.H.and B. R.R. t 
tracks at Grassies. another close location is one mile west 
of Caistorville, north of the Welland River (south western cor¬ 
ner of Lincoln County). The latter record is. almost equivalent 
to being in Wentworth County since the Wentworth-Lincoln line 
takes a two mile jog to the west just north of /,20Highway and 
these trees are in the some longitude aw Crescent Beach ( East 
Hamilton). 

(cont’d) 
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This tree is locally distributed in The Niagara Peninsula 
since the soils of Southern Ontario are underlaid with limestone 
and are usually bas ic and this tree seems to require anacid so- 
soil.We have always found it growing in , or surrounding, st¬ 
anding water and mot more than five feet from the shore. Seed¬ 
lings are found only in Sphagnum moss (often abundantly)and 
twice on well-rotted white pine stumps. Seedlings are not found 
under those trees not having sphagnum beneath them 1 

These bogs ( and consequently Tupelos ) are not found along 
streams' edges ( which are wellOdrained) but in the flat, p- 
poorly drained upland areas between streams; what Geologists 
call an immature topography - streams not havine developed yet 
to drain all areas since the retreat of the glaciers 10,000 
years ago. 

On Sept. 14, 1964, we enjoyed a trip to the swampy woods 
near Grassies where these trees (vertical trunk, short horiz¬ 
ontal biranches- like crimson "excamation marks”-smoothm entire 
bright shiny green leaves turning flaming scarlet in late 
summer and early Fall- before anyth ing else- and l> alligator 
bark) bore a particu larly heavy crop of blue fruits ( resem¬ 
bling small oval plums on red stems).Migrating birds were fea¬ 
sting on them. Those that we recall-are as follows- 
Yellow-shafted flickers, sapsuckers, red-headed woodpeckers 
( adults and immatures) Hairy and Downy woodpeckers,Crows, 
jays, chickadees, white-breasted nuthatches, house wrens, cat¬ 
birds and thrashers, robins, veery, $weinsons and Wood thrus, 
cedar waxwing, four species of blackbird, towhees, white th¬ 
roated sparrow, and song sparrows.Seemingly attracted by the 
din, although themselves feeding on insects were Creepers, 
several Flycatchers, and Warblers. 

Naturalists interested in attracting birds should have at 
least two trees in their yards,- Mulberries for spring and early 
summer, and Tupelos for late summer and fall. 

Rgd Mulberry- Morus rubra- speaking of mulberries- has anyone 
seen a Red Mulberry outsai.de of the Niagara Glen? We do not 
mean White Mulberry M.alba/. 

Pin Oak- iguercus palustris- has anyone seen a Pin O^k ( not 
planted wild) west of a line drawn from Vineland to Port 
Maitland? 

Rough-leaf Dogwood- Cornus drummon di. 

according to the literature , this tree is restricted to 
Point pelee in Ontario. However, , growing at Long Point near the 
Provincial parking lot is a Dogwood which shares only one ch¬ 
aracter with the Red Osier DogwoodsC. stolonifera nearby. It 
has bright red twigs but unlike the Red Osier they are extre¬ 
mely hairy. Also unlike the Red Osier are the leaves which are 
hairy above and below and green below, not whitened.In addition 
the twig branching habit is like that of Flowering Dogwood 
C. florida not like that of Red Osier and it has a decided trunk 
not being shrub-like as is the Red Osier. 







JUNIOR CLUB NEWS 


EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER 

NOV. 7- Meeting- 7.30 p.m, Y.M.C.A. Club room . 

Mr. Peter Hill, a geographer of considerable experience 
will speak on The Physical Features of the Hamilton area 
and explain what they are and why they are there. He will 
have some of his fossils to display as woll. 

NOV, 21( Saturday)-hike. 

Car hike to see physical features around Hamiltoh. 

LEADER- Peter Hill 
TIME # 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

MEETING PLmCE - Teachers’ College parking lot- Main and 
King Streets west at Highway 102 ( buses go past). 
SUGGESTIONS- Wear warm clothing and rugged footwear . 

If possible, get a parent to drive. 

NOV. 21- Meeting 7.30 p.m. 

An open meeting, 

Agenda- Possible discussion of the afternoon’s hike . 
Planning of our Sanctuary meeting. 


LOST I During Thanksgiving Week-end, at Arowhon Pines a scarf- 
green paisley-type print in a waterproof silk by 

Mrs. G. Williams, 

5 North Almond Place, 

London, Ontario. 

/>$y assistance rendered in securing this article will be 
most appreciated. Thank you. 



Do not forget your fees, Junios and Seniors and help the 
Sanctu ary fund. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to October 20, 1961* - 263 

% - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 


Common Loon Sep. 27F 1 Van Wagner'sBeach 

Horned Grebe Oct.7F,l8 2,1*5 LaSalle Pk., L. Ont. 

Dble.-c.Cormorant Oct. ipF 1 Dundas Hydro Station 


Sep. 

Oct. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 


Green Heron 
Canada Goose 
Gadwall 
Green-w. Teal 
Ring-nocked Duck 
Lesser Scaup 
Common Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
White-wing.Scoter Oct 
Surf Scoter Oct. 

Common Scoter Oct. 
Ruddy Duck Oct. 

Common Merganser Oct. 
Red-br. Merganser Oct. 
Turkey Vulture Sep. 
Goshawk Oct. 

Spfe&iSl® Hawk 115: 


Sep. , 2l*L .1 Dundas Dump 
Sep.25F,30 15,12 Harvey Park, Dundas 


27F 2 Bull's Point 

19 600 Dundas Marsh 

25F 1* Dundas Marsh 

3F 1 Dundas Harsh 

11F 6 LaSalle Park 

13F 1 Dundas Marsh 

10F 31 Lake Ontario 

11F 7 Burlington. Bronte 

2 Pig & Whistle, Bronte 
88 Woodland Cemetery 
1 Dundas Marsh 
11 Lake Ontario 
6 High Level Bridge 
1 Dundas Hydro Station 

_ __ 6oo§ 

"25,Oct.10 1*00,2 Harvey Park; Aldershot 
Rough-legged Hawk Sep. 12F 3 Port. Credit 

Bald Eagle Sep. 251 Irani. Woodland Cemetery 

Marsh Hawk Sep. 25 6 Harvey Park 

Osprey Sep.25,Oct.7L 5,1 Harvey Pk.,Woodland Cem. 

Peregrine Falcon " 24 , 0 ct.i*L 2,1 Dundas Marsh 

Pigeon Hawk Sep.17,27,30 1,1,1 Westdale,Longwood Rd. 

Cbnmon Gallinule Oct. JL*L 1 Dundas Dump 

Anerican Coot Sep. 26F 33 Dundas Marsh 


13 

4 F 

25f 

17F 


Spotted Sandpiper Oct. 
Knot Oct. 
PectoralSandpiper Oct. 
Dunlin " Oct. 
Short-b.Dcwitcher Sep. 
Western Sandpiper Oct. 
Hudsonian Godwit Oct. 
Parasitic Jaeger Sep. 


Iceland Gull 
Little Gull 
Forster's Tern 
Common Tern 
Caspian Tern 
Black Tern 
Yellow-b.Cuckoo 
Black-b. Cuckoo 
Long-eared Owl 
Saw-whet Owl 
Whip-poor-vn.ll 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird 
Red-headed Wdpkr. Sep. 
Gt.Crest.Flycatch.Sep. 


31 1 Sassafras Point 

1L 1 Bull's Point 

' 10 1*00 Dundas Marsh 

18 1*00 Dundas Mardi 

26L 3 Dundas Marsh 

1*F 1 Bull's Point 

11 5 Bull's Point 

27 1 Van Wagner's Beach 

Oct. 1*,18 3,1 Appleby L.; Gray's Rd. 

Oct. 1*F,10 1,1 Dundas Marsh,LaSalle Pk. 
Oct. 18F 1 Lake at Gray's Road 

25F 1 Dundas Marsh 

19L 12 Port Nelson 

26L 2 Dundas Marsh 

22L 1 Dundas Marsh 

26L 1 N. shore Dundas Marsh 

26L 1 Bull's Point 

11F 1 Woodland Cemetery 

18F 1 Westdale Park 

11L 1 Ancaster 

. 2l*L 6 Bull's Point 

Oct. 5, 8 1,1 E.llthSt.; Aldershot 
Oct. 13L 1 Grimsby Beach 

25L 1 Carroll's Point 

2l*L 1 Bull's Point 


Sep. 
Sep. 
Sep. 
Aug. 
Sep. 
Sep. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Sep. 


Yellow-b .Flycatch .Sep. 20L 1 Woodland Cemetery 


R. Westmore, G.North 
G. North, H. Moore 
James Pringle 

G. 7f. North 

H. Moore, H. Clase 
Eric Y. Bastin 
George W. North 


A.V.Mason,R. Westmore 
G. Y. North 
George C: Laurel North 
North, "i /es trn or e, Mason 
G. Noi'th, H. Moore 

G. W. North 
Huber Moore 

Mason,North, Westmore 
Moore, North, Powells 
John B. Miles 

H. Moore; North,Powell 
Chris <1 Joyce Crowley 
David C: Thelma Powell 
Huber Moore 

H. Moore, G. North 
G.North; Moore,A.Epp 
Epp, E.Cuthbert, North 
G. W. North 

G. W. North 
Huber Moore 
Huber Moore 
Huber Moore 

H. Moore, G. North 
G. W. North 

G. North, H. Moore 

Robert Curry 

R. Westmore, G. North 

Don Perks; H. Moore 

North, L.Hamilton, Perks 

G. North, H.Moore 

D. & Th. Powell, North 

G. & L. North 

G. W. North, H. Clash 

G. W. North 

G. & L. North 

Howard Clase 

Alf Epp 

John B. Miles 

Robert Curry 

G. W. North 

R. Sargeant; D. Powell 

George Meyers 

David K. Powell 

George W. North 

David K. Powell 
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Least Flycatcher Oct. 11L 1 Bronte woods North, Wes tmore, Mason 

E. Y/ood Pewee Sep. 2hL 2 Hendrie Park (Lamb's Hollow )David K. Powell 

N. Horned Lark Oct. 11F 2 Cities Service, Bronte Westmore, North, Mason 

Tree Swallow Oct. 11L 1; Yfoodland Cemetery Alf Epp 

Bank Swallow Sep.2U, 27L 18,2 Bull's Ft.; Aldershot G. North; D.K. Powell 


Rough-wing.SwallowSep. 

2UL 

2 

Bull's Point 

G. W. North 


Barn Swallow 

Sep. 

27L 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

R. Wcstrnore, 

G. North 

Cliff Swallow 

Sep. 

2UL 

7 

Bull's Point 

G. W. North 


Tufted Titmouse 

Oct. 

18 

2 

York Rd.,Dundas 

i label Watson 


House Wren 

Oct. 

11L 

1 

Bull's Point 

A. V. Mason 


Wood Thrush 

Oct. 

11L 1 

,1 

Woodland; King Rd. N. 

Westmore; L. 

Powell 

Hermit Thrush 

Sep. 

27F 

1 

Westdale Park 

G. W. North 



Swainson's Thrush Oct. 11L 1 King M.N., Burlington David K. Powell 

Eastern Bluebird Se.2£>0ct .12 2,5 Carlisle; Woodland Cem. Norths;Hamilton,Smillie 

Oct.lit; 18 9,28;1 Aldershot,Dundas; Woodl. Fowe11, Moore; A. Epp 
Yellow-thr. Vireo Sep. 21L 1 Hendrie Park D. K. Powell 

Philadelphia VireoSep.25,26L 3,1 Bull's Pt.; Westdale Park D. K. Powell; A. Epp 

Garbling Vireo Sep. 21L 1 Hendrie Park L. K. Powell 

Bl,-&-wh. Warbler Oct. 11L 1 Woodland Cemetery North, Westmore 

Tennessee Warbler Oct. 18L 1 Stoney Creek G. North, H. Moore 

Nashville Warbler Oct. 13L 1 Charlton Hill Huber Lloore 


Parula YfarblerS. 26, Oct .3 

,10L 

1 

Y/estdale Park 

A.Epp; North; Moore 

Magnolia Warbler Oct. 

7L 

1 

Westdale Park 

Huber Moore 

Cape May Warbler Oct. 

UL 

1 

Bull's Point 

David K. Powell 

Bl.-th.Blue Warbl.Oct. 

10L 

1 Westdale Park 

Huber Moore 

B1.-th.Green Warb.Oct. 

16L 

1 

Bronte 

G. W. North 

Blackburnian Warb.Sep. 26 . 

,27L 

1 

Y/estdale Park 

Alf Epp; G. W. North 

Chestnut-s. Warbl.Oct. 

Ul 

1 

Ancaster 

G.&L. North, L. Hamilton 

Bay-breasted Warb.Oct. 

hi 

1 

Ancaster 

11 11 11 11 

Blackpoll Warbler Oct. 

UL 1 

,1 

Ancaster,Bull's Point 

G. North, D. K. Pave11 

Ovenbird Oct. 

kL 

1 

Bronte Woods 

Robert Curry 

N. Watorthrush Sep. 

20L 

1 

Jones St. 

G. W. North 

Connecticut Sep. 

25f 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

David K. Powell 

Warbler Oct. 

3L 

1 

Ancaster 

R. A. H. Y/estmore 

Mourning Warbler Sep. 

17 L 

1 

Valley Inn 

G. W. North 

Wilson's Warblor Sep. 

27L 

1 

Westdale Park 

G. U. North 

Canada Y/arbler Sep. 

16L 

1 

Churchill Fields 

Huber Moore 

Scarlet Tanager Sop. 

2liL 

1 

Hendrie Park 

D. K. Powell 

Brewer's BlackbirdOct. 

20* 

1 

Golf Links Rd.,Ancaster 

R. A. H. 'Westmore 

Rose-br, Grosbeak Sep. 

25L 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

D. K. Powell 

Indigo Bunting Sop. 

27 L 

2 

LaSalle Park 

R. Y/estmorc, G. North 

Sharp-tailed Sp. Oct.]#, 

,11L 1, 

,1 

Dundas Mardi 

Dan Salisbury; A. Epp 

Tree Sparrow Oct. 

10F 

3 

Westdale Park 

Huber Moore 

White-crowned Sp. Sop. 

27F 

1 

Hidden Valley 

R. A. H. Y/cstmore 

Fox Sparrow Oct. 

11F 

h 

King Road mountain 

David K. Powell 


Please send your reports of noteworthy bird records to Ur, George North, 
2 h9 Charlton Ave. Yf.,Hamilton, telephone JA 2-6082, before the l5th of each 
month. 


Notes A brilliant turquoise green Budgerigar was feeding quietly for 
twenty minutes on September 30, 1961s at the extreme north end of Hamilton 
Cemetery when it suddenly called and flew up, and with very fast flight 
mounted higher and higher in the air and went off in a north-westerly direction 
over the Dundas Marsh until it was lost in the sly with binoculars. Are these 
birds going to become wild here as they arc now in Florida? 
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